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UNIT 56 Would like to; Want to; Would prefer to / Would rather

A
like

                                                            ‘d like                                                              wouldn’t like

Would I / you / he / she / it / we / they like…? Wouldn’t I / you / he / she / it / we / they like…?

+ subject pronoun + 

I would like to have another chance.
Wouldn’t you like a sandwich?

 is used to:
• 

‘Would you like something to eat?’ ‘No, thanks, I wouldn’t.’ 
‘What would you like to drink?’ ‘Some fruit juice, please.’

Compare the use of (see p. 178).

‘I’d like to see those shoes, please.’ ‘Sure.’

B
want is used. Like  this can be followed by a verb in the in-

He wants to play with you.
Do you want a cup of tea, Mum?

In spoken America, want to  wanna: I wanna go home. 

C

   not: I would like that someone does something (see p.143).

We’d like our son to become an engineer.
I’d like you to give me another chance.
He wanted me to help him, but I couldn’t.

D

 + base form of verb
 + base form of verb  ( )

I’d prefer to go / I would rather go to the sea than to the mountains.
I’d rather walk than cycle.
She would rather stay here a bit longer than go back home right now.
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EXERCISES
Would like to; Want to; Would prefer to / Would rather UNIT 56

would like (to).
1 I / a pineapple milkshake ……………………………………………………………….
2 She / go skiing on Saturday ……………………………………………………………….
3 ……………………………………………………………….
4 We / play tennis tomorrow ……………………………………………………………….
5 I / visit Spain next summer ……………………………………………………………….
6 He / some ham sandwiches. ……………………………………………………………….

would like to
eat     stay     pay     meet     buy     know

1 Where ………… you ………… this evening?
2 Who ………… he ………… at the party?
3 When ………… they ………… at our house?
4 Why ………… she ………… about me?
5 Which ring ………… you ………… for your girlfriend?
6 How ………… they ………… for their meal?

would like
1 I’d like a new bike. (Dad / give)

I …………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2 She wants pancakes with her tea. (Mum / make)

She …………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3 I’d like an umbrella. (someone / lend)

I …………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4 Jane wants a beach party. (her friends / organise)

Jane …………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6 We’d like a grant to study abroad. (the university / give)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

would rather or would prefer to.
1 I would rather go to the cinema tonight.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2 He would rather stay at home on Saturday.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4 My brother would rather go to France for his holidays.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5 Alan would prefer not to play rugby tomorrow.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6 Denise would rather wear her red dress to the party.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


