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UNIT 48 Modals: Can / Could

is used to:

A
• say that it is possible to do something.

Yes, I’m free tomorrow, so I can come to your house.
It’s warm and sunny. We can eat outside in the garden.

• make a request.
 informal

more formal

Can you bring me your diary, please?

‘Could you please call for a taxi?’ ‘Certainly, sir.’
Can I have a sandwich, Mum? 

C
• 

‘Can I help you?’ ‘Yes, please. I’d like…’
‘Can I do something for you?’ ‘No, thanks, I’m all right.’

D
• ask permission and allow / not allow.

‘Can I invite some friends home, Mum?’ ‘Yes, of course you can. / Sorry, you can’t. Not today.’

E
• express ability, skill.

F
• express disbelief, say that something is impossible based on the evidence.

I can’t believe that!

G
can -

ple and past simple are:

• be able to / be unable to

I’m sorry not to be able to come.
Will you be able to get there by nine?

• manage to

‘Have you managed to talk to Mr Ross?’ ‘No, I haven’t managed to talk to him yet. He’s always so busy.’

• 

She wasn’t allowed to bring her dog.
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EXERCISES
Modals: Can / Could UNIT 48

can and could
1 Say that you are able to go to Paul’s house tomorrow.

………………………………………………………………………………………..
2 Say that Steve isn’t able to arrange the party room next Saturday. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..
3

………………………………………………………………………………………..
4 Explain that you are unable to go dancing tomorrow because of your bad leg.

………………………………………………………………………………………..
5

………………………………………………………………………………………..

1 You want a glass of orange juice. Ask your mum. (I: have)
………………………………………………………………………………………..

2 You want a plate of chips. Ask the waiter. (F: have)
………………………………………………………………………………………..

3 You want to use your classmate’s red pen. (I: borrow)
………………………………………………………………………………………..

4 You need 20 euros. Your mum is out. Ask your neighbour. (F: lend)
………………………………………………………………………………………..

5
………………………………………………………………………………………..

(couldn’t) (can).
1 I / ride a bike / be four …………………………………………………….
2 Mike / speak English / start school …………………………………………………….
3 Jane / cook / go to university …………………………………………………….
4 …………………………………………………….
5 I / swim / go to the seaside …………………………………………………….

can / could
1 I’m sorry I can’t come to your party. I’m busy that day. (be able to)

…………………………………………………….…………………………………………………….
2 He couldn’t go to the school fête last week. He had a cold. (be able to)

…………………………………………………….…………………………………………………….
3

…………………………………………………….…………………………………………………….
4 I couldn’t park my car in front of the restaurant. It’s private. (be allowed to)

…………………………………………………….…………………………………………………….
5

…………………………………………………….…………………………………………………….

Can I…?
1 ……………………………………….
2 ……………………………………….
3 ……………………………………….
4 ……………………………………….


