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UNIT 17 Past simple (I worked, I went…)
Form (1)

A 

in the past.
Ordinary verbs are divided into  and 
Subject + base form +  (play – played)

past simple of irregular verbs (go – went, know – knew
irregular verbs is on p.376.

I received an e-mail from my brother this morning.
They went to the seaside last summer.
Here’s the past simple of the regular verb work and the irregular verb 

B
 has precise spelling rules.

 • We add a d only to verbs whose base form ends in 
  live  lived; like  liked

 
 • 
  stop  stopped; sob  sobbed NB: clean 

 • 
in a single consonant preceded by a single vowel.

  refer  referred; omit  repeated (two 

  She never referred to her ex-husband. 
• 
  travel  travelled (Am: travelled) NB: boil 
  They travelled all over the world.
 
 • When the base form of the verb ends in  preceded by a consonant, the  changes to an i before adding .
  try  tried; study  studied NB: stay  stayed (there is a vowel before the y)
  I tried to do my best. 
C

 varies according to how the base form of the verb ends.
 • If the base form ends with the sounds /t/ or /d/, we pronounce it /id/:
  start  landed /laendid/
 • 
  help  helped /helpt/; walk  

 • In all other cases, we pronounce it /d/:
  open  opened /’ /; live  lived /livd/; stay  stayed /steid/
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EXERCISES

1
2
3 People ……………… about their holidays. (talk)
4 James ……………… to interest us in his holiday photos. (try)
5
6
7
8 I ……………… in Belgium for three weeks. (stay)

Base form Past simple Base form Past simple
buy a ………………………………… see a …………………………………
come b ………………………………… swim b …………………………………
give c ………………………………… take c …………………………………
leave d ………………………………… tell d …………………………………

1
……………………………………………………….

2
……………………………………………………….

3
……………………………………………………….

4
……………………………………………………….

5 He comes home from his business trip on Friday.
……………………………………………………….

6
……………………………………………………….

7 You take photos of the bridges and the canals.
……………………………………………………….

8
……………………………………………………….

When (1)……………………… (go) on holiday last year, it (2)……………………… (be) all a bit of a rush. My friend Sue 
(3)……………………… (go) to the travel agent’s on the Wednesday and (4)……………………… (book) a holiday for the two of us.
We (5) (6)……………………… (drive) to the airport, 
where we (7)……………………… (leave) our car for the week. At the airport (8)……………………… (check in) as soon as we 
could, then (9) (10) (11)……………………… (sit) 
there and (12)……………………… (plan) all the things we (13)……………………… (want) to do on our holiday in Spain. Within an 
hour, we (14)……………………… (be) in the departure lounge and by ten, we were on the plane and on our way to Spain. 

(15)……………………… (land) two hours later. We (16)


