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China is erasing its
_border with Hong Kong

VOCABULARY

Lens to deny to reject =to turn down

To go away accent gesture

outdated = out of fashion morbid tame
Switch Split = Divide remarkable

Rule Crown surpassed root
The zoeira never ends. Interpreted = perceived

latitudinal line

EXPRESSIONS

People from other countries In particular

to be worth out of the blue There’s a catch.
“Uti possidetis ita possideatis.”

The get lost in the sauce. It’s a different ball game.
Do you know of ?

Have you visited ?

Meet in person = to know
| haven’t been there..
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PRONUNCIATION

Psychologists psychologists stereotype

Unconscious influence participants
phenomenon
Time and again, cleaver

READING

A World of History

| have always been fascinated by borders, the limitations
man puts on himself, While some borders are internal (the
idea for instance that | cannot possibly fly to the moon or
run a marathon), it is the external ones that delight me, The
history of man is a history of changing borders and
adversities, Millennia ago, man could not cross rivers,
Rivers, thus, divided the entirety of one group of man from
the entirety of others. Then, engineers designed bridges:
literally, nature was conquered, and, with the river
navigable, borders no longer needed to revolve around
them,

So man came up with other borders, Through wars or

negotiations, he made lines between lands, Some were still

geographical: mountain ranges divided nations, rivers and seas still made sense as boundaries, and
deserts and tundras became vast borderlands, But other lines were arbitrary, Lines of longitude and
|atitude made straight-line separations. New states were carved out of parts of old ones. Islands
became part of existing lands or became sovereign nations, With those spaces carved out and
claimed, man would occasionally go to war to acquire more space. But then man came up with
technological solutions to the problems of space. If we were limited by moving outward, we would
move upward. Skyscrapers became ubiquitous in densely populated areas, and, just as bridges had
conquered one kind of natural border, so towers of stee| and concrete vanquished the very idea of
space.

| am as interested in understanding how man separales and conquers space as a geologist is in
studying minerals. It is my passion. | believe we can learn more about the world by looking at maps
than we can by traveling to every spot on the globe. In person, places look limitless, but on maps,
we realize that there is a relative dearth of everything in this world. We also learn part of the story of
human interaction from maps. They explain to us something about why the world is the way it is.
From a map, | learn, for instance, that Denmark used to be a powerful enough nation to conquer
territories as vast as Greenland. By looking at names of places, | can see which groups dominated
and when, Looking at America east to west shows that the English dominated the East Coast,
naming cities New York and New London, while the Spanish dominated the southwest, naming cities
Los Angeles and San Diego. Liberia must have had an American influence, given the capital of
Monrovia (named for James Monroe), and Alexandria, Egypt proves that Alexander the Great was
there. The region on the map indicating an Inner and Outer Mongolia alongside a state known as
Mongolia suggests a history of interactions between the Chinese dynasties and the Mongol Horde.

All of this is found simply by perusing a map and poring over the details therein, To open up an atlas,
then, is to open up a world of history,
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1} As used In paragraph 2, the word vanquished has the nearest antanym in

A, stranded
B. challenged
. constructed

[, submitted
E, triumphed

2) According to the author, each of the following have been used as national borders in the past or

present EXCEPT

A, deserts

B, imaginary lines
C, warzonss

0, mountain ranges
E

, Fivers

3} As used in paragraph 3, the word dearth most nearly means a
A,

grawth
B. shorlage
G, passlan
0. plethora
E. history

4) According to the author, maps

&, provide insight into histery

B, show thal man has conguered borders

. demaonslrale thal certain areas in the world are unclaimed

O infarm a viewer of how to get around a place
E. indicate that little of the waorld s urexplored

WIKIPEDIA

‘The Free Encyclopedia

Main page
Contents
Current events
Random article
About Wikipedia
Contact us
Donate

Contribute

Help

Learn to edit
‘Community portal
Recent changes
Upload file

Tools
What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Permanent link
Page information
Gite this page

www.academiabsb.com.br

& Not

Article  Talk Read Edit Viev

Tordesillas

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Tordesillas (Spanish pronunciation: [torGe 'siAas]) is a town and municipality in the province of
Valladolid, Castile and Ledn, central Spain. It is located 25 kilometres (16 mi) southwest of the
provincial capital, Valladolid at an elevation of 704 metres (2,310 fi). The population was c. 9,000 as
0f 2009.

The town is located on the Douro River although the river is not navigable up to Tordesillas. There
are highway connections to Madrid, 182 kilometres (113 mi) to the southeast, and with Salamanca.
96 kilometres (60 mi) to the southwest. The provincial capital of Valladolid is also linked by four-lane
highway.

Because of its important highway connections Tordesillas has become a major transit hub. The
economy is based on services — especially connected to tourism — and the agricultural production
of the surmounding area. Wheat has long been the traditional agricultural product (see Cuisine of the
province of Valladolid).

The town is well served by hotels with a Parador, four three-star hotels, one two-star hotel, and ten
hostels and pensions. There is also a camping site. There is also an abundance of restaurants — 27
in total — with the Parador restaurant having a three star classification. North of the town there is a
fertile valley formed by the Douro, with extensive use of irigation by central pivots

The town is known for its Toro de la Vega festival during which a bull was slaughtered by people on
horseback and on foot. Animal rights groups repeatedly tried to stop this from taking place.
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