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Could US abortion bans affect miscarriage treatment?
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-61986389
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Claims over abortion safety

The American Center for Law and Justice, a Christian legal advice centre with
3.7 million Facebook followers, has written a widely-shared post claiming that
"abortion is not safe" and calling on the US Supreme Court to reject arguments
that it is.

This is a common claim but it's not supported by evidence.

While all medical procedures carry some risk, the US-based Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) says that between 2013 and 2018 there
were 0.4 deaths per 100,000 legal abortions in the US.

This compares with 23.8 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2020.

In a recent court case in Florida, obstetrician and anti-abortion campaigner Dr
Ingrid Skop recommended setting the abortion limit at 15 weeks, saying the
procedure became more "difficult and dangerous" after this point.
Complications do increase slightly with abortions carried out in later pregnancy,
but a report by the National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine
says serious complications remain very rare.

In the US, 98% of all abortions take place within the first 15 weeks.
Controversy over abortion pills

During roughly the first 10-12 weeks of pregnancy, a non-surgical abortion can
be carried out by taking two drugs - mifepristone and misoprostol.

This has become the most common abortion method in the US and is widely
considered by expert bodies to be safe.

However, anti-abortion campaign group Students for Life of America, is one of
several that claims the medication is dangerous.

The group said in a post on Facebook: "If the abortion industry truly cared about
women's health they wouldn't encourage women to put their health and lives at
risk with dangerous chemical drugs."

The Food and Drug Administration reports a rate of 0.35 deaths per 100,000
medication abortions - once again, a very low rate compared with the risks from
live births.
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